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With a view to that I suggested to my boy to ask
the other how he came to be there. His story was
that he had been rambling about on the hills in a
valley near his home, and had observed a small cave
in the hill-side, which he had never noticed before.
He naturally went in to investigate, but he had not
walked more than a few yards when the floor of the
cave gave way under him, and he was precipitated
into a far vaster cavern beneath. From his account
he must have been stunned for a time, for when he
"awoke," as he put it, it was quite dark, and he
could not see the hole through which he had fallen.
We afterwards inspected the spot and wondered
that he had not been badly hurt, for the fall was
considerable; but it had been broken for him by
the fact that a mass of soft earth had fallen under-
neath him.

It was impossible to bring him up that way, for
the sides of the cave were smooth and perpendi-
cular; besides, he had wandered for two whole days
among the galleries and was now some miles from
that spot. After a good deal of prospecting we
found, within a reasonable distance, a place where a
little stream passed from the cave into the open air
on the hill-side; the child, now strengthened by
food and drink, was able to walk there, and the two
boys soon enlarged the opening with their hands so
that he was able to crawl out. It was evident that